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Abstract

     “Cultural diversity is the common heritage of humanity,” it was thus proclaimed by the “Universal 
Declaration on Cultural Diversity,” adopted as one of the basic principles by the General Conference 
of UNESCO on November 2, 2001. Taiwan’s geographical location, situated as it is in the West Pacific, 
neighboring the Southeast Asia nations, Japan to its north, Mainland China to its west, the Philippines to 
its south, is so unique that it was its privilege to always enjoy an important strategic place since ancient 
times. In the past 400 years, this historical uniqueness of Taiwan has been creating an environment that 
had cultivated a diversification of everything, including its people, culture and language. This geographical 
uniqueness is reflected on mountains, hills, plateaus, plains, basins and coastal lines, demonstrating 
Taiwan’s unique richness and diversification of animals and plants and thus, the high appraisal upon its 
diversifications both in biology and culture. From 2002 onwards, the Council for Cultural Affairs, the 
Executive Yuan, began to invite experts from abroad, local government officials and various cultural-
historical enthusiasts eliciting suggestions on how to choose which site has the potential to qualify as 
a candidate for the World Heritage List. This paper explores the feasible ways to apply for the World 
Heritage List for Taiwan’s potential sites and the right ways to conserve our cultural heritages, by 
integrating some current practices that have the characteristics of cultural diversification.
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1. (UNESCO)
Table 1.Convention concerning the protection of world cultural heritage (UNESCO)
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1.
Figure 1.Archaeological site: Basian Cave, 
Changbin township
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Figure 2.Archaeological site: Yuanshan Site

( ) 2.7

4500 2000
( http://zh.wikipedia.org)

3.
Figure 3.Archaeological site: Beinan Site 
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Figure 4.Archaeological site: Shihsanhang Site
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Figure 5.Historic buildings: Ye-Yin Tribe
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Figure 6.Potential world heritage sites in 
Taiwan: Slabstone house village of Paiwan, 
Pingtung County
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Figure 7.National historic site: Fort Zeelandia 
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Figure 8.National historic site: Dutch Castle in 
Fongguiwei, Magong 
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Figure 9.National historic site: Chihkan Tower
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13.

Figure 13.County historic site: Taoyuan 
Martyr's Shrine in Japanese style 
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Figure  14 .County  h i s to r ic  s i t e :  L in ' s 
Department Store in modern style,Tainan City
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Figure 15.City historic site: Monga Longshan 
Temple in Taiwanese style
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Figure 10.National historic site: The first 
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Figure  16 .Ta inan  Technica l 
College
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F igure  17 .S t .  Chr i s topher ' s 
church,Taipei City
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18.
Figure  18 .Zha ishan  Tunnel , 
Kinmen County
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Figure 19.Important village: Cinbi 
Village
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20.
Figure 20.Taiwan traditional festivals
( 2009 )
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21.
Figure 21.Taiwan aboriginal ceremony
( 2009 )
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22.98
Figure 22.The list of certificate holders of traditional arts preservers and preservation groups in 2009

23.99
Figure 23.The list of certificate holders of traditional arts preservers and preservation groups in 2010

pasibutbut

24.
Figure 24.WH, ICH and MOW promote the cultural diversity of Taiwan.
( :http://www.hach.gov.tw)
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Table 3.The list of potential ICH in Taiwan
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